





Definitions of Bioethics 
in Bioethics Education in Croatia1
Abstract
Work	purpose: to present and analyze pedagogical strategies and the communicational ap-
proach to definitions of bioethics, a mutual part of the bioethics contents being realized on 
the university studies of Dentistry, Organization, Planning and Management in Healthcare, 
and professional studies of Medical Radiology at the Medical School in Rijeka.
Methods:	the	method	of	content	analysis was used to research and present encyclopaedic 
and some authorial definitions of bioethics, with special emphasis on definitions of bioeth-
ics by authors – bioethicists from Croatia; the	method	of	pattern	1: included the curriculum 
of Medical Ethics and Bioethics and the Ethics of Healthcare, and researched standpoints 
of forty-five students educated in studies where bioethics courses are being realized. The 
pattern is specifically stratified because it: a) included students whose curriculum is being 
realized in shifts – intensive lectures in a duration of two weeks, and those whose lectures 
are being realized each week during one semester; b) different year of education (Dentistry 
– second year students, Organization, Planning and Management in Healthcare and Medi-
cal Radiology – first year students). 2. The	scale	of	assessment was used to research and 
obtain standpoints of students on the contents of the curriculum, methods of its perform-
ance, and the achieved level of communication among students and communication with 
the professor.
Expected	 results: the presented method of work and results obtained by the scale of as-
sessment should display the acceptability and successfulness of the presented pedagogical-
methodological means of work and point out to weaknesses and deficiencies, and finally 
conclude the extent to which the presented concept, and approaches to the actualization of 
the definitions of bioethics contribute to the realization of dialogue and communication in 
which students simultaneously experience the curriculum as necessary, useful, interesting, 
and one that may motivate them to think, exchange ideas and offer possible solutions. The 
scale of assessment should point out to different standpoints of students depending on the 
length of their study (year of study) and commitment to a method of class realization (in 































Procedure and phases of acquiring knowledge 













owing	also	 to	 the	expression	of	 the	professor’s	skill	 in	motivating	students	
for	an	active	participation	and	recognition	of	issues	relating	to	the	definitions	
of	bioethics.	Finally,	the	method	of	presenting	definitions	of	bioethics	should	






































































i ERR okvir za poučavanje, Aktivno učenje i 





























2. Reasons that lead Van Rensselaer Potter to create the term ‘bioethics’. 
His	warnings	deserve	a	special	attention.	According	to	Potter,	if	the	extent	
of	scientific-technological	progress	is	not	brought	into	question,	man	will,	


















editions	of	the Encyclopaedia Britannica8 and	Wikipedia9 are	also	imple-
mented	into	the	presentation	and	analysis.


































humane and humanely biomedical.15 The	second	one	insist	upon	a	more	com-
plex	definition	of	bioethics	which	comprehensively	include,	side	by	side	with	
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inform	 on	 a	 work	 of	Van	 Rensselaer	 Potter	
and	his	contribution	to	the	role	of	philosophy	
in	 discussing	 bioethical	 problems	 by	 study-
ing	his	book	Bioethics – Bridge to the	Future	
(Croatian	 translation	 was	 published	 by	 De-
partment	 for	Social	Sciences	of	 the	Medical	
School	in	Rijeka,	Croatian	Society	for	Clini-





and	bioethics,	published	a	book	The Birth of 
Bioethics	 (Oxford	 University	 Press,	 1998)	

































ples of Biomedical Ethics,	 and	 Peter	 Singer	
and	Helga	Kuhse,	editors	of	the	collected	pa-








global-ecological.	To	 illustrate	 the	 referred	 arguments,	 Jurić	 takes	 into	 ac-
count	a	large	number	of	authors	and	their	definitions.	From	his	text	we	take	
the	following:












































Workshop I: Analysis of the contents of 





















as	about,	 then	 to	find	 those	unknown	to	group	members	and,	 finally,	 those	
on	which	they	should	inform	themselves	more	and	learn	about	on	bioethics	
courses.	The	second	group	receives	the	text	with	the	definition	of	bioethics	
from	the	years	1978	and	1995.	The	 task	 is	 to	 find	mutual	contents	 in	both	
definitions	and	highlight	what	is	different	in	these	definitions.	Based	on	the	
























The	 course	 of	 lectures	 is	 performed	 on	 two	
university	 studies	 at	 the	 Medical	 School	 in	
Rijeka:	 pre-graduate	 university	 study	 of	










year	 2007/08 it	 is	 also	 realized	 on	 the pre-




















Final activity:	 planning	 and	 programming	 future	 tasks	 on	 courses	 in	 bio-
ethics.
Based	on	the	obtained	answers,	students,	together	with	their	teacher,	conclude	
which	 contents	must	 be	 adopted	 and	which	 knowledge	 completed	 in	 their	
future	course	work.26
Workshop II: Complexity and pluriperspectivity 





































out	 the	 need	 for	 new	 knowledge	 related	 to	
the	sciences	of	 life,	ethics	of	healthcare	and	
bioethical	 principles;	 analyzing	 the	 others	
they	demanded	information	on	what	is	hidden	
behind	 the	moral	dimensions	 and	 interdisci-
plinarity	of	bioethics,	while	analyzing	the	au-
thorial	 definitions	 they	 concluded	 a	 need	 to	












parental	 relationship	with	 the	 child	 and	 that	
upon	birth,	she	will	freely	surrender	the	child	








the	 costs	 of	 fertilization,	 healthcare	 services	
during	the	pregnancy	and	costs	of	mediation.	


















the	 Whiteheads,	 and	 refusing	 to	 hand	 over	




joined	 them	 soon	 after	 without	 the	 police	
questioning	her	at	all.	After	 three	months	of	





her	 husband	 since	 she	 engaged	with	 him	 in	
sexual	 relations	 at	 the	 time	 of	 the	 artificial	




the	 legal	 proceedings	 until	 the	 final	 testing	
of	the	possible	fatherhood	of	Mr.	Whitehead.	








M	 Case”,	 and	 was	 published	 in:	 Pence,	 E.	
Gregory	 (1990):	 Classic Cases in Medical 
Ethics. Medical Ethics with Philosophical, 
Legal and Historical Backgrounds, School	
of	Medicine	 and	Department	 of	Philosophy,	
University	 of	Alabama	 at	 Birmingham,	 pp.	
89–114.	The	case	drew	great	attention	of	the	
American	 academic	 community	 and	 public,	
and	 Pence	 stated	 that	 it	 was	 analyzed	 and	
written	about	by:	William	Prior,	ed.,	(1988):	
Manufactured Motherhood: The Ethics of 
the New Reproductive Techniques in Logos: 
Philosophic Issues in Christian Perspective, 
9,	Philosophy	Department,	Santa	Clara	Uni-
versity,	Edwin	Mellen	Press,	 (1987):	On the 
Problem of Surrogate Parenthood:	Analyzing 
the Baby M Case; Steinbock,	B.	(1988):	“Sur-
rogate	 Motherhood	 as	 Prenatal	 Adoption”, 
Law, Medicine & Health Care, Spring	1988,	
16:1–2.;	 Chesler,	 P.	 (1989):	 Sacred Bond: 
The Legacy	of Baby M,	Vintage,	New	York	
State	Task	Force	on	Life	and	Law, Surrogate 
Parenting: Analysis and Recommendations 
for Public Policy.
28
The	 subject	 under	 consideration	 is	 the	 text	
from	the	book	of	Matulić,	T.	(2006):	Medicin-





“Medicinski	 model”,	 Klinička psihologija, 




















































Results of the scale of assessment
Total	results:
Question	1.	I	assess	the	content	of	the	subject	as:
































mimeographed	 course	 material,	 pp.	 19–20,	
accessible	at:	www.psihologija.ffzg.hr.
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About	 the	 pedagogical-methodological	 con-
ceptualization	 of	 the	 bioethics	 course	 at	 the	



























Modality of answers 5 (%) 4 (%) 3 (%) 2 (%) 1 (%) No answer (%)
Presents	the	course	material	
articulately




73,33 17,77 6,66 0 0 2,22
Encourages	discussion 51,51 20 13,33 2,22 0 0
Encourages	critical	
deliberation
62,22 26,66 11,11 0 0 0
Helps	students	realize	
course	tasks	more	easily
68,88 17,77 11,11 0 0 0
Takes	into	consideration	
ideas	and	opinions
71,11 22,22 6,66 0 0 0
Holds	class	regularly 91,11 6,66 2,22 0 0 0
Answers	student	questions	
clearly	and	articulately	





86,66 8,88 2,22 0 0 2,22
Started	and	ended	class	in	
the	estimated	time
73,33 17,77 8,88 0 0 0
Respectful	to	students	and	
their	opinions	



























15,38 38,46 46,15 0 0
Dentistry 34,78 37,78 30,43 0 0






I am sure 
(%)











61,53 30,76 0 0 7,69
















30,76 46,15 23,07 0 0
















53,84 23,07 23,07 0 0




















61,53 38,46 0 0 0






















92,30 0 0 0 0 0
Dentistry 86,95 0 0 0 3,34 8,69






















33,33 44,44 22,22 0 0 0
Encourages	discussion 33,33 44,44 22,22 0 0 0
Encourages	critical
deliberation
22,22 33,33 44,44 0 0 0
Helps	students	realize	course	tasks	
more	easily
55,55 22,22 22,22 0 0 0
Takes	into	consideration	ideas	and	
opinions
44,44 44,44 11,11 0 0 0
Holds	class	regularly 66,66 22,22 11,11 0 0 0
Answers	student	questions	clearly	
and	articulately	























55,55 22,22 22,22 0 0 0
Respectful	to	students	and	their	
opinions
55,55 22,22 11,11 0 0 11,11
Pre-graduate	university	study	of	Organization,	Planning	and	Management	in	
Healthcare:


















69,23 23,07 7,69 0 0 0
Encourages	discussion 61,53 15,38 15,38 7,69 0 0
Encourages	critical
deliberation
61,53 30,76 7,69 0 0 0
Helps	students	realize	course	tasks	
more	easily
69,23 23,07 7,69 0 0 0
Takes	into	consideration	ideas	and	
opinions
53,84 30,76 7,69 0 0 0
Holds	class	regularly 92,30 7,69 0 0 0 0
Answers	students	questions	clearly	
and	articulately




92,30 7,69 0 0 0 0
Started	and	ended	class	in	the	
estimated	time
38,46 46,15 15,38 0 0 0
Respectful	to	students	and	their	
opinions	
84,61 15,38 0 0 0 0
Integrated	pre-graduate	and	graduate	university	study	of	Dentistry:


















91,30 4,34 0 0 0 4,34
Encourages	discussion 78,26 22,22 11,11 0 0 0
Encourages	critical
deliberation



















78,26 22,22 4,34 0 0 4,34
Takes	into	consideration	ideas	and	
opinions
91,30 8,69 0 0 0 0
Holds	class	regularly 100 0 0 0 0 0
Answers	students	questions	clearly	
and	articulately




95,65 4,34 0 0 0 0
Started	and	ended	class	in	the	u	
foreseen	time
100 0 0 0 0 0
Respectful	to	students	and	their	
opinions	
95,65 0 0 0 0 4,34
Interpretation of results and conclusion 
Generally	 taken,	 the	 presented	method	 of	 content	 conceptualization	 at	 the	












out	 the	differences	 in	answers	 received	according	 to	 the	studies.	The	high-
est	 percentage	 (34,78%)	 to	 subject	 content	was	 given	by	 students	 of	Den-
tistry	who	graded	 it	 as	very	 interesting,	while	 students	of	Medical	Radiol-












































–	 The	differences	 in	 assessment	were	 influenced	by	 the	 following	 factors:	












ing	content	 realization,	 tasks	 they	must	master	and	exam	questions;	 that	
the	teacher	acts	respectfully	to	their	opinions,	and	that	practical	and	ethical	
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Nada Gosić
Definicije bioetike u bioetičkoj edukaciji u Hrvatskoj
Sažetak
Cilj	rada: izložiti i analizirati pedagoške strategije i komunikacijski pristup definicijama bioeti-
ke, zajednički dio bioetičkih sadržaja koji se održavaju na sveučilišnim studijima Stomatologije 
i Organizacije, planiranja i upravljanja u zdravstvu, te Stručnom studiju medicinske radiologije 
na Medicinskom fakultetu u Rijeci.
Metode:	metoda	analize sadržaja korištena je za istraživanje i prezentiranje enciklopedijskih i 
nekih autorskih definicija bioetike, s posebnim naglaskom na definicije bioetike autora – bio-
etičara iz Hrvatske; metoda	uzorka 1. uključivala je kurikulum Medicinske etike, Bioetike i Etike 





kolegiji. Uzorak je specifično stratificiran jer je: a) uključivao studente čiji se kurikulum odvija 
u turnusima – intenzivnim predavanjima u trajanju od dva tjedna, te one čija su se predavanja 
održavala svaki tjedan tijekom jednog semestra; b) različite godine studija (Stomatologija – stu-
denti druge godine, Organizacija, planiranje i upravljanje u zdravstvu te Medicinska radiologi-
ja – studenti prve godine), 2. skala	procjene korištena je za istraživanje i prikupljanje stajališta 
studenata o sadržaju kurikuluma, metodama izvođenja i postignutoj razini komunikacije između 
studenata te komunikacije s profesorom.
Očekivani	rezultati: izložena metoda rada i rezultati dobiveni skalom procjene bi trebali po-
kazati prihvatljivost i uspješnost prikazanih pedagoško-metodoloških načina rada, ukazati na 
slabosti i nedostatke te konačno zaključiti o razmjeru u kojem izloženi koncept i pristupi aktua-
lizaciji definicija bioetike doprinose realizaciji dijaloga i komunikacije u kojoj studenti istovre-
meno doživljavaju kurikulum kao nužan, koristan i zanimljiv te takav da potiče na razmišljanje, 
razmjenu ideja i nuđenje mogućih rješenja. Skala procjene bi trebala istaknuti različite stavove 




Definitionen der Bioethik in der Bioethik-Ausbildung in Kroatien
Zusammenfassung
Ziel	der	Arbeit: Die Autorin präsentiert und analysiert pädagogische Strategien sowie einen bei 
der Bioethikdefinierung zum Tragen kommenden Kommunikationsansatz, ferner die gemein-
samen bioethischen Inhalte, die innerhalb verschiedener Studiengänge an der Medizinischen 
Fakultät in Rijeka gelehrt werden (Zahnmedizin; Organisation, Planung und Verwaltung im 
Gesundheitswesen; Radiologie).
Methode: Die Methode	der	 inhaltlichen Analyse wurde eingesetzt, um bestimmte enzyklopä-
dische Bioethikdefinitionen sowie die Definitionen einzelner weiterer Autoren, insbesondere bio-
ethischer Autoren aus Kroatien, darzulegen und zu untersuchen; die Exemplarische	Methode 
wurde angewandt 1) auf die Curricula der Medizinischen Ethik, der Bioethik sowie der Ethik 
der Gesundheitsfürsorge und schloss eine Umfrage unter 45 Studenten mit ein, die im Rahmen 
ihres Studiums bioethische Kollegs besuchten. Die Gruppe der Umfrageteilnehmer wies eine 
besondere Stratifizierung auf: a) Manche Studenten besuchten die Fakultät in Turnussen, die 
jeweils zweiwöchig mit intensiven Lehrveranstaltungen abgehalten wurden, andere wiederum 
hatten allwöchentliche Vorlesungen innerhalb eines Semesters; b) an der Umfrage nahmen Stu-
denten verschiedener Jahrgänge teil (Zahnmedizin – 2. Studienjahr; Organisation, Planung und 
Verwaltung im Gesundheitswesen sowie Radiologie – 1. Studienjahr). 2) Die	Bewertungsskala 
wurde eingesetzt, um zu ermitteln, wie von den Studenten die Lehrinhalte, Unterrichtsmethoden 
und die Kommunikation zu Kommillitonen und Professoren eingeschätzt werden.
Erwartete	Resultate: Aufgrund der angewandten Methode und der Ergebnisse der Bewertungs-
skala müsste zu erkennen sein, inwiefern die präsentierte pädagogisch-methodologische Un-
terrichtsweise von den Studenten akzeptiert wird und erfolgreich ist, welche Schwächen und 
Mängel vorliegen und in welchem Maße das vorgestellte Lehrkonzept sowie die Ansätze zur 
Aktualisierung der Bioethikdefinition dazu beitragen, dass die Curricula als notwendig, nütz-
lich und interessant bewertet werden und zum Nachdenken, Gedankenaustausch und zur Suche 
nach bestimmten Lösungen anregen. An der Bewertungsskala müssten unterschiedliche Ein-
stellungen abzulesen sein, je nachdem, in welchem Semester sich die Befragten befanden und 









Les définitions de bioethics dans l’éducation bioethics en Croatie
Résumé
Objectif	de	l’étude : exposer et analyser les stratégies pédagogiques et l’approche communi-
cationnelle des définitions de la bioéthique, un contenu bioéthique commun aux études univer-
sitaires de Stomatologie, aux études universitaires d’Organisation, de planification et d’admi-
nistration des soins de santé, ainsi qu’aux études professionnelles de radiologie médicale à la 
Faculté de médecine de Rijeka.
Méthodes : la	méthode	d’analyse	de	contenu a été utilisée pour examiner et présenter les défi-
nitions encyclopédiques de la bioéthique et quelques définitions d’auteur, avec l’accent sur les 
définitions de la bioéthique données par les auteurs experts en bioéthique croates ; la méthode 
de	panel incluait 1. le curriculum de L’Éthique médicale, de Bioéthique et de L’Éthique des 
soins de santé, et examinait les points de vue de 45 étudiants qui suivaient les matières rela-
tives à la bioéthique. Le panel a été stratifié car il prenait en compte : a) les étudiants dont le 
curriculum se déroule par alternance, avec des cours intensifs durant deux semaines, puis les 
étudiants dont les cours avaient lieu chaque semaine au cours du semestre ; b) les différents 
niveaux d’études (pour la stomatologie, il s’agissait des étudiants en deuxième année ; pour 
l’Organisation, la planification et l’administration des soins de santé, il s’agissait des étudiants 
en première année) ; 2. une grille	d’évaluation utilisée pour l’examen et la collecte des points 
de vue des étudiants à l’égard du contenu du curriculum, des méthodes de mise en oeuvre et du 
niveau de communication – entre étudiants ainsi qu’avec le professeur – accompli.
Résultats	attendus : la méthode de travail exposée et les résultats obtenus par le biais de la 
grille d’évaluation devraient montrer la recevabilité et l’aboutissement des moyens pédago-mé-
thodologiques cités, indiquer leurs faiblesses et leurs insuffisances, puis conclure dans quelle 
mesure le concept et les approches de l’actualisation des définitions de la bioéthique présentés 
contribuent au dialogue et à la communication, ce qui permet en même temps de vivre le cur-
riculum comme nécessaire, utile, intéressant et incitant à la réflexion, à l’échange d’idées et 
de propositions. La grille d’évaluation devrait mettre en relief les différents points de vue des 
étudiants en fonction de la durée (du niveau) de leurs études et de leur adhésion à une méthode 
de cours (par alternance / hebdomadaire durant tout le semestre).
Mots-clés
bioéthique,	définition	de	la	bioéthique,	savoir	d’orientation,	analyse	de	cas,	orientation	morale,	ate-
lier
